
Brigham Young and wives. Harper’s Weekly October 10, 1857

Note how the women are shown like Eastern women in hoop
skirts which was probably not likely



Another cartoon from Harper’s weekly November 28, 1857

Clearly shows a Mormon woman in a hoop skirt



This article from Nick
Nax June 1858 Has the
amusing scene with
Mormon women standing
guard against Johnston’s
Army with their crinoline
filling in the ranks for a
more imposing number of
“soldiers”

And various other scenes
of Mormon women
wearing hoop skirts



First Mention of
Crinoline in the
New York Times,
August 4, 1852

Well before
anything shows
up in Utah papers



Deseret News
February 27,
1856

First mention of
Crinoline. 4
years after the
New York
Times

Not Utah
Related



Deseret News May 27,
1857

First Mention of the
term Hoops

One can already see
the derisive way in
which hoops are used
to insinuate the
silliness of fashionable
women.

Not in connection with
Utah



1 set brass hoops for a lady
Radford Account Books, 1859. Utah State

Archives.



A few satires on
hoops are featured in
the Deseret News in
1857 and 1858
before the army
arrived. These are all
reprints from other
papers and not
connected to Utah.
This is the first satire
on Hoops written
specifically for the
Deseret News by W.
W. Phelps

May 11, 1859

After the army had
arrived



The satire of hoops continues with the establishment of the Valley Tan newspaper. Now
combining it with satirizing Mormon leaders condemnation of hoops

Valley Tan August 31, 1859

Supposed remarks given by Elder Heber C. Kimball  on August 28, 1859. But the paper
attributes words to him that were not said.



Whether this story
is true or not it
summarizes well
the apparent fervor
for fashion
amongst the
Mormon women

Valley Tan
September 7, 1859



First appearance of
crinoline advertisement
Deseret News September
28, 1859



Marsena Cannon’s Ad
in the Deseret News



Brigham Young and Wife Margaret Pierce. Late 1850’s. Her dress style is late 1840’s to early 1850’s.

Picture by Marsena Canon. Found in Nelson B. Wadsworth. Set in Stone, Fixed in Glass: The
Great Mormon Temple and Its Photographers. Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1992.



Zina D.H. Young 1850’s
(1856?)

Unidentifed
Pioneer
Couple circa
1860

Unidentified
pioneer family
mid-1850s

All Picture by Marsena
Canon. Found in Nelson B.
Wadsworth. Set in Stone,
Fixed in Glass: The Great
Mormon Temple and Its
Photographers. Salt Lake
City: Signature Books,
1992.

Original in the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers Museum.



Wilford Woodruff and
wife Sarah Brown
circa 1860.

Unidentified
Pioneer Family
circa 1860.

Originals in the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers
Museum. Found in Nelson B. Wadsworth. Set in
Stone, Fixed in Glass: The Great Mormon
Temple and Its Photographers. Salt Lake City:
Signature Books, 1992.



The wealthy women of
Utah adopted eastern
fashions with relish

Sarah Kahn wife of
Business man Samuel
Kahn.

Photographed by
Savage and Ottinger
who worked together
from 1862 to 1870.

This photo is likely
around 1865 when the
Khan’s reached
prominence in Utah.

Courtesy Utah State
Historical Society



This undated photo showing a fashionable woman in a hoop skirt could be as early
as 1862 since this image comes from Fort Douglas which was established in 1862.

Courtesy Utah State Historical Society



C.R. Savage
Circa 1860-
1868? Ellen
Bowring

Savage and Ottinger Circa 1862

L. Tom Perry Special Collections



Brigham Young’s 10 oldest daughters wearing dresses very consistent
with Eastern fashion for young ladies. This picture is most likely 1862
or later but at least not before 1860 since these girls were all born in
1849 and 1850 and look older than 10.

Courtesy Utah State Historical Society



1860’s dress for young girls
All originals belong to Donna J. Abraham. Found in Donna J.
Abraham, The Way They Were: Dressed in 1860-1865: A
Photographic Reference Vol. 2. Gettysburg: Abraham's Lady, 2011.



Brigham Young and His wife
Amelia Folsom Young most
likely in 1863 when they were
married. It seems her style of
dress is consistent with eastern
fashions

Courtesy Utah State Historical
Society


